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Emergency  Air 
Ambulance  Service 
Is  Reorganized 


Government  Prepares  Session 
With  Public  Requests  in  Mind 


Each  year  prior  to  the  opening  of  the  Alberta  Legislature  the  Government s  Executive  Council 
receives  submissions  from  numerous  provincial  organizations  in  order  to  determine  what  legislation 
the  people  of  Alberta  represented  by  these  organizations  would  like  to  see  enacted.  Many  organiza- 
tions take  advantage  of  the  offer  and  present  their  views  to  members  of  Cabinet.  New  legislation 
or  changes  to  existing  legislation  often  is  the  result  of  the  government's  efforts  to  maintain  close 
contact  with  the  public.  Shown  meeting  members  of  the  Executive  Council  in  the  accompanying 
photograph  is  a  delegation  representing  the  Alberta  Association  of  Municipal  Districts.  From  left 
to  right  are:  Hon.  Dr.  J.  Donovan  Ross,  {back  to  camera)  Health;  Hon.  James  Hartley,  Public 
Works;  Hon.  A.  O.  Aalborg,  Education;  Hon.  F.  C.  Colbourne,  Minister  Without  Portfolio;  Hon. 
A.  R.  Patrick,  Economic  Affairs;  Hon.  L.  C.  Halmrast,  Agriculture;  Hon  R.  D.  Jorgenson,  Wel- 
fare; Hon.  R.  Reierson,  Industries  and  Labour,  and  Premier  E.  C.  Manning.  Heading  the  delegation 
ivas  C.  P.  Hayes  of  Strome,  seated  next  to  Premier  Manning.  Others  were  J.  M.  McKay,  vice- 
president,  of  Brent;  Mrs  M.  Smith,  secretary,  Edmonton;  G.  W.  Moyer,  Fort  Saskatchewan; 
C.  L.  Doan,  Innisfail,  and  J.  F.  Smith,  Fairview. 


The  Emergency  Air  Ambulance  Service  pro- 
vided bv  the  Alberta  Government  has  been  taken 
over  by  the  Department  of  Health  from  the  De- 
partment of  Public  Welfare,  effective  this  month. 

The  change  recognizes  the  fact  that  most  of 
the  Emergency  Air  Ambulance  flights  have  been 
made  for  accidents  or  illness  relating  more  closely 
to  the  health  field  than  that  of  public  welfare. 
A  special  medical  advisory  committee  has  been 
set  up  by  the  Department  of  Health  to  conduct 
the  Emergency  Air  Ambulance  Service.  Seven 
constitute  the  committee.  On  the  committee  are 
Dr.  Colin  Ross,  a  well-known  chest  surgeon  who 
during  the  Second  World  War  had  paratroop 
experience;  Dr.  R.  F.  Taylor,  who  has  had  a  good 
deal  of  experience  in  respirator  work  in  polio- 
myelitis cases;  Dr.  Lloyd  Grisdale,  specialist  in 
children's  diseases  and  who  has  assisted  in  devel- 
oping new  methods  of  saving  premature  babies; 
Dr.  Douglas  Ritchie,  specialist  in  obstetrics  and 
gynaecology;  Dr.  A.  M.  Edwards,  specialist  in 
internal  medicine;  Dr.  E.  A.  Gain,  specialist  in 
anaesthesia  and  Dr.  W.  L.  Falconer,  the  Regional 
Superintendent  of  the  Charles  Camsell  Indian 
Hospital  and  who  has  had  wide  experience  in 
evacuation  of  Indians  and  Eskimos  from  the  far 
north  due  to  illness  or  accident. 

This  committee  has  assisted  Dr.  M.  G.  Mc- 
Callum,  of  the  Medical  Services  Division  of  the 
Department  of  Health,  in  establishing  a  new  pro- 
gram for  the  provision  of  Emergency  Air  Ambu- 
lance Service. 

Special  kits  of  equipment  and  medical  sup- 
plies will  be  kept  in  readiness  at  the  University 
Hosptial  and  a  telephone  answering  service  will 
be  used  as  the  central  telephone  number  for 
requests  for  an  emergency  air  ambulance  flight. 
All  medical  and  law  enforcement  personnel  in 
Alberta  have  been  notified  of  the  central  tele- 
phone number.  A  member  of  the  University  of 
Alberta  medical  staff  will  accompany  the  flight 
crew. 

It  is  intended  that  chartered  aircraft  services 
will  be  utilized  so  that  a  variety  of  aircraft  may 
be  available  according  to  the  conditions  of  the 
site  into  which  the  flight  is  to  be  made  and  this 
also  will  allow  a  selection  of  flight  personnel  on 
the  basis  of  their  personal  experience  in  flying 


into  areas  where  flights  are  required.  A  $25  charge 
will  be  made  to  the  patient  or  the  partv  respon- 
sible for  the  patient  for  any  flight  with  the  bal- 
ance of  the  cost  of  the  flight  to  be  paid  by  the 
Department  of  Health. 

It  is  intended  that  a  proper  screening  of 
requests  for  flights  will  be  made  by  the  Depart- 
ment and  its  advisory  committee,  to  eliminate  as 


far  as  possible  unnecessary  use  of  the  service  and 
dangers  to  flight  and  medical  personnel.  The 
excellent  hospital  facilities  distributed  throughout 
the  province  and  the  network  of  main  highways, 
will  in  many  cases,  make  it  quicker  and  safer 
to  use  land  transportation  to  move  the  patient  or 
to  have  competent  medical  help,  food  and  supplies 
sent  to  the  patient.  ® 
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Silt  Is  Dam  Threat 

E 

-■-^  NGINEERS  from  the  Water  Resources  Branch,  Department  of  Agri- 
culture, this  fall  began  a  program  of  measuring  rate  of  silting  which  takes 
place  in  a  varying  but  continuous  natural  cycle  in  Alberta's  lakes  and 
reservoirs. 

A  recently  developed  portable  sonic  sounder  is  used  in  the  studies. 
It  will  measure  water  depths  from  one  foot  to  245  feet.  Cost  of  the  elec- 
tronic unit,  believed  the  only  one  in  Alberta,  is  about  $1,500. 

Determining  the  rate  of  silting  in  Alberta  lakes  and  reservoirs  is  of  vital 
concern.  Inexorable  silting  will  eventually  wipe  out  useful  storage.  This 
has  virtually  come  about  in  the  Bassano  dam  built  in  southern  Alberta  in 
1913.  Storage  capacity  has  now  dropped  to  a  fraction  of  original  capacity. 
Engineers  are  anxious  to  determine  the  life  expectancy  of  other  lakes  and 


Silting  in  reservoirs  like  this  .  .  , 


.  .  .  is  measured  by  this  machine  .  .  . 


reservoirs.  With  that  information,  long  range  plans  may  be  laid  for 
alternative  storage  projects  to  supply  domestic,  industrial  and  irrigation 
demands. 

In  conducting  surveys,  the  boat  carrying  the  battery  operated  sonic 
sounder  follows  a  pattern  of  landmarks  in  systematically  criss-crossing  the 
water  body,  at  a  speed  of  about  five  miles  per  hour.  The  electronic 
instrument  sends  forth  600  impulses  per  minute.  These  bounce  off  the  bot- 
tom of  the  lake  and  return  to  the  instrument  where  they  are  translated  into 
a  depth  graph  on  paper. 

These  graph  lines  form  an  accurate  profile  of  the  bed  contour  and 
water  depths.  Interpretation  of  the  graph  lines  can  indicate  the  nature  of 
bed  composition,  whether  vegetable  growth,  gravel,  sand,  clay,  loam  or 
rock.  The  information  enables  engineers  to  calculate  very  accurately  the 
amount  of  water  in  the  area  under  study. 

Resurveying  along  the  original  pattern  is  slated  at  possible  five-year 
intervals.  Comparison  of  graph  lines  from  one  period  to  another,  making 
provision  for  water  level  differences,  will  outline  the  manner  and  speed  that 
a  water  bed  may  be  rising. 

During  the  fall  season,  work  was  completed  on  nine  lakes  and  reservoirs 
in  southern  Alberta.  They  include  McGregor,  Chestermere,  Eagle,  Newell 
and  Minnewanka  Lakes,  Glenmore,  Kartell,  Ghost  and  Travers  reservoirs. 
Studies  are  to  be  resumed  next  year  in  various  other  parts  of  the  province. 

Experimental  use  of  the  sonic  sounder  is  planned  this  winter  on  frozen 
lakes  to  obtain  information  in  ice  thickness,  fissures  and  air  pockets.  The 
operation  may  prove  the  unit's  value  in  establishing  safety  of  aircraft  ice 
landing  strips. 


Provincial  Park  Sites  Leases  Delight  Cottagers 

$10  Annual  Fee  Gives  Holidayers 
Ideal  Location  For  Summertime 


A  Iberta's  provincial  parks  are  becoming  in- 
^  creasingly  popular  with  residents  seeking 
sites  for  srunmer  cottages.  Some  100  leases  were 
issued  by  the  Parks  Branch  of  the  Department  of 
Lands  and  Forests  last  year,  bringing  to  approx- 
imately 450  the  total  number  now  in  effect. 
Nearly  all  have  been  issued  during  the  past  five 
years. 

Nine  of  the  province's  37  provincial  parks 
have  been  sub-divided  for  summer  residences. 
A  number  of  the  parks  are  not  suited  for  this 
type  of  development.  Others  may  be  opened, 
depending  on  public  interest. 

Applications  for  leases  in  provincial  parks 
are  accepted  by  the  Parks  Branch.  Sub-division 
locations  are  carefully  selected  and  design  is 
approved  by  the  Town  and  Rural  Planning 
Branch  of  the  Department  of  Municipal  Affairs, 
and  by  the  Department  of  Health.  Applications 
are  accepted  on  a  tender  or  cash  bonus  basis  if 
more  than  one  person  is  interested  in  any  par- 


ticular lot.  Tender  prices  have  ranged  from  $5 
to  $150.  Odd  figures  often  are  offered  as  dif- 
ferent parties  attempt  to  outbid  each  other.  One 
successful  cash  bonus  tender  was  for  $11.29. 

Once  an  application  is  accepted  the  prospec- 
tive leasee  is  given  thirty  days  in  which  to  submit 
or  file  a  plan  of  the  cabin  or  residence  he  wishes 
to  construct  on  the  property.  When  the  plan  is 
approved  he  is  issued  a  20-year  lease  at  an  annual 
rental  fee  of  $10.  A  clause  in  the  lease  stipulates 
that  he  must  commence  construction  within  two 
years. 

Cypress  Hills  park  is  the  most  popular  of 
the  sub-divided  playgrounds  with  149  leases.  The 
smallest.  Gooseberry  Lake  near  Consort,  boasts 
six  leasees. 

Long  Lake  Provincial  Park,  east  of  Newbrook, 
was  opened  for  development  in  October.  More 
than  one  hundred  applications  have  already  been 
accepted.  It  is  expected  that  Thunder  Lake 
Provincial  Park,  near  Barrhead,  will  be  opened 
early  in  1959. 


In  addition  to  the  sub-division  program,  the 
Parks  Branch  is  responsible  for  the  increased 
camping  facilities  and  picnic  sites  found  in 
Provincial  Parks.  This  program  is  to  be 
accelerated. 

A  new  water  safety  promotion  program  was 
adopted  this  year.  Service  organizations  in 
Alberta  who  wish  to  sponsor  swimming  classes 
at  any  park  lake  resort  are  eligible  for  a  maximum 
$300  grant  to  help  defray  expenses.  Instructors 
must  be  fully  certified  by  the  Canadian  Red 
Cross. 

Classes  were  conducted  at  four  provincial 
parks  in  1958  —  Wanagami,  near  McLennan; 
Lac  Cardinal  near  Grimshaw;  Park  Lake  near 
Letlrbridge,  and  Kinbrook  Island  near  Brooks. 

Further  information  on  provincial  park 
development  program  is  available  on  writing: 
Parks  Branch,  Department  of  Lands  and  Forests, 
Natural  Resources  Building,  Edmonton 
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Testimony  Preserved 
By  Court  Reporters 


Above  average  skill  in  short- 
hand writing  and  a  broad  knowl- 
edge of  industrial  and  the  profes- 
sional terminology  are  among  the 
top  requisites  demanded  of  official 
court  reporters  in  Alberta.  Depart- 
ment of  the  Attorney  General  of 
the  Government  of  Alberta  employs 
a  corps  of  27  official  court  report- 
ers, 16  in  Edmonton,  eight  in 
Calgary,  two  in  Lethbridge  and  one 
in  Red  Deer,  whose  exacting  task 
is  to  record  verbatim  some  two 
million  words  a  month  given  under 
feworn  testimony  in  Alberta  courts 
and  judicial  inquiries. 

Assignment  of  work  and  general 
staff  administration  are  handled  by 
two  chief  official  reporters,  one  in 
the  Edmonton  court  house  and  the 
other  in  Calgary.  Qualifications 
are  laid  down  by  the  chief  report- 
ei^s.  Official  reporters  must  be  able 
to  write  a  minimum  of  180  words  a 
minute.  Occasionally,  a  reporter  is 
called  upon  to  take  down  evidence 
at  a  rate  in  excess  of  200  words  per 
minute.  Writing  must  be  sufficient- 
ly legible  to  present  no  problem  in 
transcription,  the  duty  of  each 
reporter. 

Requirement  for  student  report- 
ers is  a  minimum  speed  of  120 
words  a  minute.  Alberta  is 
believed  the  only  Canadian  prov- 
ince with  an  apprenticeship 
program  for  student  reporters.  Both 
male  and  female  reporters  may  be 
appointed  in  Alberta. 

Fully  qualified  reporters  are  paid 
a  salary  ranging  from  nearly  $4,000 
per  annum  to  over  $5,000.  Their 
income  is  augmented  substantially 
from  sales  of  copies  of  evidence 
transcripts  to  litigants,  a  function 
handled  entirely  by  the  reporting 
and  typing  staffs.  Student  report- 
ers work  on  a  basic  salary  onlv,  at 
a  somewhat  lower  rate  of  pay  than 
their  accredited  colleagues. 

Weekly  practice  sessions  are  held 
by  staffs  in  the  two  larger  cities 
to  develop  and  maintain  utmost 
proficiency.  Pitman  and  Gregg  are 
the  most  desirable  forms  of  short- 
hand. Various  types  of  "speed 
writing"  are  unsuited  for  court 
reporting.  Use  of  type-script 
machines  for  mechanical  shorthand 
writing  is  recognized,  but  none  are 
presently  in  use  for  court  reporting. 

Reporting  assignments  range 
from  civil  suits  heard  in  district 
court  and  minor  trials  in  police 
courts,  to  major  civil  actions  and 
criminal  cases  heard  before 
Supreme  Court  and  milk  price 
hearings  conducted  by  the  Board 
of  Public  Utilities  Commissioners. 
Diversity  in  nature  of  evidence  re- 
quires a  good  command  of  lan- 
guage, supplemented  by  a  working 
knowledge  of  an  untold  number  of 
legal  and  technical  terms. 


Despite  the  attractions  of  pay 
and  challenging  type  of  work,  a 
shortage  of  qualified  court  report- 
ers exists  in  Alberta.  The  volume 
of  court  actions  and  judicial  inquir- 
ies has  grown  at  a  rapid  rate  during 
recent  years,  and  no  slackening  is 
in  sight,  department  officials  feel. 
Steady  increase  is  attributed  to 
population  growth  and  the  public's 
growing  awareness  of  the  com- 
petence of  courts  in  settling  dis- 
putes and  the  rising  incidence  of 
auto  accidents  carried  to  litigation. 


Loans  Assist 
Municipalities 

Loan's  totalling  $4,980,670  were 
made  to  26  Alberta  communiiies  in 
1958  by  the  Government  of  Al- 
berta, from  the  government's  Spe- 
cial Investment  fund.  Majority  of 
loans  were  to  cover  cost  of  sewer 
and  water  utility  installations  and 
ranged  in  size  from  $6,000  to 
$1,838,500  for  periods  up  to  25 
years. 
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towii,  S44,()00;  Lfduc,  $6,000;  Hin- 
ton,  (1)  $14,200;  Hinton  (2)  .SS29,- 
200;  New  Town  of  St.  Albert, 
$1,838,500;  ]:)idsl)M,A  si;5  200; 
Kitscotx".  ST. 200:  llc.l  r.  S331,- 
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lodge,  $50,000;  Forest  Lawn, 
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and  Peace  River,  $8,000. 

The  government  loan  program 
aided  four  municipal  hospital  dis- 
tricts in  financing  hospital  con- 
struction to  the  extent  of  $445,000. 
A  further  $4,360,200  was  loaned  to 
30  school  districts  tluoii'^li  pnrcliase 
of  their  debentures  dnring  1958.  • 


Highway  Registry  Helps  Protect 
Vehicle  Buyers  Against  Loss 

Offering  a  reliable  service  for  those  with  financial  concern,  the 
Central  Registry  Section  of  the  Department  of  Highways  in  Edmonton 
maintains  for  public  inspection  a  list  of  all  encumbrances  filed  against  j 
motor  vehicles,  trailers,  aircraft,  and  oil  well  drilling  equipment  located  in, 
or  destined  for  operation  in  Alberta.  \ 

In  1952,  the  first  full  year  of  operation,  the  Central  Registry  registered 
55,230  documents  of  encumbrance.  By  the  end  of  1958  the  total  had  almost  |v 
doubled  and  will  likely  surpass  110,000  for  the  current  year.  Prior  to 
establishment  of  the  Central  Registry  in  1951,  encumbrances  were  filed 
in  district  courts  throughout  the  province.  It  was  not  possible  for  the  public 
to  accurately  investigate  encumbrance  without  checking  each  of  the  district 
courts. 

Fee  for  this  central  registration  is  50  cents  per  document,  including 
chattel  mortgages,  bills  of  sale,  conditional  sales  contracts,  and  lien  notes. 
Assignments  against  any  of  these  documents  also  may  be  registered. 
Effective  period  of  registration  is  three  years  or  until  agreed  discharge  b\ 
signatories  within  that  time.  Registration  may  be  renewed  for  a  further 
three-year  period  upon  mutual  consent  of  the  parties  concerned. 

Time  limit  for  filing  registrations  is  21  days  after  execution  of  a  docu- 
ment. If  this  limit  is  exceeded,  a  court  order  is  required  authorizing  filing 
of  document  with  the  central  registry. 

Garagemen  may  register  encumbrance  for  repairs  or  alterations  b\' 
filing  a  garagemen's  lien  for  protection  in  default  of  payment.  Maximum 
duration  of  such  a  lien  is  nine  months,  based  on  90-day  initial  registration 
and  automatic  extension  of  up  to  six  months  upon  issuance  of  a  warrant  for 
seizure.  There  is  no  provision  for  extending  filing  pei-iod  after  21  days. 

Chattels  with  a  lien  registered  against  them  may  not  be  legally  disposed 
of  by  their  holders  without  consent;  of  the  encumbrance  claimant.  This 
applies  equally  in  purchase-sale  contracts  or  in  loan  agreement  involving  a 
chattel  as  full  or  partial  security.  On  default  of  payment,  a  seller  or 
security  holder  may  obtain  a  routine  warrant  to  take  possession  of  a  chattel 
and  dispose  of  it  to  satisfy  payment,  W^ithout  the  central  registry,  such  ,  • 
recovery  procedures  would  have  to  be  conducted  through  civil  suit. 

Perhaps  the  broadest  service  of  the  Central  Registry  is  the  checking 
of  encumbrances,  performed  last  year  in  answer  to  some  75,000  inquiries 
from  individuals  and  corporations.  A  nominal  fee  of  25  cents  per  search  is 
levied  for  the  service.  Files  are  so  arranged  that  it  is  possible  to  satisfy  an 
inquiry  within  minutes  of  its  receipt.  Inquirers  often  wish  to  ascertain 
whether  the  chattel  they  are  offered  in  trade  or  security  is  free  from  debt. 
Others  may  wish  to  register  a  lien  against  a  vehicle  or  piece  of  equipment 
which  was  purchased  in  another  province  and  subsequently  brought  to 
Alberta.  .A. 

The  majority  of  inquiries  into  encumbrance  come  from  automotive,  financi:il 
conducted  by  telephone  or  telegram.   Many  are  looked  after  personally  over  a  p 
are  handled  by  mail. 

Alberta's  Central  Registry  is  staffed  by  19  employees.  Submitted  documents  are  placed  on  file  no  later 
than  24  hours  after  receipt.  Speedy  processing  is  often  of  vital  concern  in  preventing  loss  to  claimants.  Ack- 
nowledgements are  sent  within  the  same  time  limit. 

Only  two  other  provinces,  British  Columbia  and  Saskatchewan  operate  similar  registries.  Establishment  of 
the  office  in  Alberta  has  served  to  greatly  faciliate  direct  chattel  transactions  and  security  dealings.  In  addition 
the  public  is  provided  with  facilities  to  guard  against  misrepresentation  and  possible  loss. 
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New  Fishing  Regulations 
Provide  More  Orderly  Harvest 


KNOW  YOUR  ALBERTA 


Major  changes  in  the  Hcensing 
system  of  commercial  fishing  in 
Alberta  were  introduced  recently  by 
the  newly  formed  Commercial  Fish- 
eries Division,  Department  of  Lands 
and  Forests.  First  step  in  reshaping 
policy  was  the  granting  of  an  ex- 
clusive, five-year  license  to  an 
Edmonton  company  for  fishing  three 
remote  northern  lakes. 

Under  the  agreement,  the  first  of 
its  kind  in  Alberta,  the  company  is 
required  each  year  to  take  specified 
quantities  of  whitefish,  pickerel,  pike 
and  perch  from  each  of  the  three 
lakes. 

The  company  has  agreed  to  erect 
a  processing  plant  at  or  near  one  of 
the  three  lakes.  Certain  species  of 
fish  in  some  Alberta  lakes  are  not 
suitable  for  sale  unless  processed. 
Design  of  the  licensing  policy  is  to 
induce  fuller  harvest  of  fish  which 
formerly  perished  through  natural 
waste.  Guarantee  of  some  degree  of 
stability  in  company  operations  is 
regarded  as  a  prime  factor  in  pro- 
moting better  fish  utilization. 


■MP 


The  exclusive  license  may  be  re- 
newed after  five  years,  depending  on 
satisfactory  fulfilment  of  terms  on 
the  part  of  the  lessee.  Exclusive 
commercial  licenses  will  not  bar 
sport  fishing,  nor  fishing  under 
Indian  Domestic  License,  Domestic 
Fishery  License  or  Fisherman's 
License  for  obtaining  mink  feed. 

As  a  follow-up  to  initial  changes 
in  policy,  the  Commercial  Fisheries 
Division  has  zoned  the  province  into 
a  number  of  management  districts. 
Beginning  this  winter,  commercial 
fishing  licenses  for  lakes  in  two  of 
the  districts  will  be  awarded  for  each 
lake.  Preference  will  be  given  to 
applicants  living  near  the  lakes  to 
be  fished.  Purpose  of  this  new  policy 
is  twofold.  Fishing  operations  will 
be  spread  over  a  much  longer  period, 
allowing  for  orderly  flow  of  catches 
to   market.    Prices   should  remain 


more  constant  in  the  absence  of 
heavy,  short  periods  of  glut.  The 
policy  also  is  designed  to  provide 
fishermen  with  more  stability  and 
greater  profit  opportunities.  Fre- 
quent and  costly  long  moves  of  men 
and  equipment  from  one  lake  to 
another  will  be  greatly  reduced.  • 

New  Pasture 
Plan  Changes 
Farm  Income 

Alberta's  first  irrigated  commun- 
ity pasture,  located  at  Purple 
Springs  is  helping  specialty  crop 
farmers  in  the  Taber  area  to  in- 
clude cattle  raising  in  their  opera- 
tions. Operated  by  the  Lands 
Division  of  the  Department  of 
Lands  and  Forests,  the  two-  section 
pasture  last  year  carried  550  head 
of  cattle  from  33  farms. 

Purple  Springs  Community  pas- 
ture was  begun  in  1956  on  an  ex- 
perimental basis.  The  1,280  acre 
rectangular  block  was  transferred 
by  the  irrigation  district  for  de- 
velopment by  the  Department  of 
Lands  and  Forests. 

Since  that  time,  some  500  acres 
of  the  pasture  area  have  been 
brought  under  irrigation.  A  variety 
of  planted  grasses  and  legumes 
provide  ideal  grazing  from  spring 
to  fall.  Fertilizers  are  used  liberal- 
ly, with  almost  $3,000  spent  in 
1958.  The  1959  grazing  season  is 
scheduled  from  the  first  of  May 
to  the  end  of  October.  This  will  be 
an  extension  of  half  a  month  over 
1958  in  both  opening  and  closing 
dates.  Carrying  capacity  will  be 
between  500  and  700  head. 

Cross  fencing  of  the  pasture  into 
smaller  parcels  enables  close 
management  and  maximum  utiliza- 
tion. A  total  of  five  miles  of  cross 
fencing,  of  four  wire  class,  have 
been  added  to  the  six  miles  of 
boundry  fence.  Last  stages  of  the 
fencing  were  completed  in  the  fall 
of  1958. 

District  administration  of  the 
pasture  is  handled  by  a  full-time 
resident  caretaker  employed  bv  the 
Department  of  Lands  and  Forests. 
The  Alberta  Department  of  Agri- 
culture has  given  technical  assis- 
tance in  the  development  of  this 
pasture. 

Rental  fees  for  1958  were  $2.25 
per  head  per  month,  with  a  lower 
charge  for  limited  winter  grazing. 
Carrying  capacity  of  1  to  1%  acres 
for  a  head  per  year  for  irrigated 
land  compares  with  24  to  60 
acres  required  in  most  other  areas 
of  the  province  where  crown  graz- 
ing lands  are  leased. 

Cost  of  developing  Purple 
Springs  Community  Pasture  was 
borne  entirely  by  the  Department 
of  Lands  and  Forests.  Officials 
estimate  that  it  will  take  approxi- 
mately 25  years  to  pay  off  invest- 
ment through  rental  fees. 

Other  locations  are  being  investi- 
gated with  a  view  to  possible 
establishment  of  irrigated  pastures 
in  future  years.  • 


Edmonton  s  High  Level  Bridge 
Unique  in  Design,  Financing 

Among  the  best  known  bridges  in  Canada  is  Edmonton's  High  Level 
Bridge  constructed  1910  -  1913  at  a  cost  of  more  than  $2,000,000. 

Originally  planned  in  1903,  the  "High  Level"  has  been  for  many  years 
the  main  thoroughfare  for  traffic  crossing  the  North  Saskatchewan  River 
bisecting  Edmonton.  The  top  or  rail  deck  was  first  used  on  June  2,  1913 
and  linked  Edmonton  with  what  was  known  as  Strathcona  and  other  south- 
ern points.  Edmonton  Street  Railway  also  used  twin  streetcar  track  facil- 
ities, commencing  August  17  of  the  same  year. 

Street  railway  passengers  were  afforded  a  beautiful  view  of  the  city 
when  travelling  across  the  bridge  on  calm,  clear  days.  During  winter's  icy 
blasts,  however,  passengers  were  more  concerned  whether  the  street  cars 
would  safel\-  reach  the  other  side.    As  a  safety  precaution  street  cars 


travelled  opposite  their  normal  tracks  across  the  structure.  Northbound 
traffic  took  the  west,  or  left  track,  rather  than  the  usual  east  or  right  side. 
In  an  emergency  passengers  would  have  been  able  to  alight  from  the  car  on 
to  the  centre  of  the  roadway  and  not  onto  the  edge  of  the  bridge  structure. 
Southbound  traffic,  conversely,  travelled  the  left,  or  east  track. 

Cost  of  the  immense  structure  was  born  by  the  Provincial  Government, 
the  C.P.R.  and  the  City  of  Edmonton.  The  bridge  is  2,478  feet  long  and 
43  feet  wide.   Height  from  water  level  approximates  160  feet. 

Wooden  blocks  originally  made  up  the  traffic  floor  of  the  bridge  but 
due  to  hazards  in  wet  weather,  gave  way  to  cement.  The  south  entrance 
has  many  times  been  called  the  beginning  of  the  Alaska  Highway. 

Prior  to  the  Second  World  War  lights  on  the  traffic  deck  faced 
upwards  providing  viewers  with  a  breathtaking  sight.  As  a  safety  pre- 
caution during  the  war  the  lights  were  turned  inwards. 

Twenty-five  thousand  barrels  of  cement  were  poured  into  piers  support- 
ing the  immense  structure.  The  bridge  took  700,000  board  feet  of  lumber; 
17,200,000  pounds  or  500  miles  of  steel  and  approximately  1,400,000 
rivets  in  its  construction.  Five  thousand  gallons  of  paint  are  used  every 
few  years  in  repainting  as  a  rust-prevention  measure. 

Surface  area  of  the  bridge  is  860,000  square  feet.  • 


COMING  EVENTS 


Jan.  30  -  Feb.  1 
Feb.  3-5 
Feb.  5 
Feb.  6-7 
Feb.  7-8 

Feb.  8 

Feb.  13 
Feb.  13-15 
Feb.  21-22 
Feb.  22-24 

Feb.  22 

Feb.  26 -March  1 
Feb.  28 -March  1 


—  International  Collegiate  Ski  Meet 


Banff 


Banff 


Edmonton 


Alberta  Dairymen  s  Assoc.  Calgary 

Alberta  Legislature  Opens  Edmonton 

Alberta  Fish  and  Game  Assoc.  Edmonton 
Calgary  Olympic  Development 
Committee  Open  Alpine 
Northern  Alberta  Nordic  Ski 
Championships 
Gas  Chromatography  Symposium  Edmonton 
Western  Canada  Ski  Championships  Banff 

Open  Alpine  Ski  Meet  Jasper 
Alta.  Quick  Freeze  Locker 

Association  Convention  Edmonton 
Sir  Norman  Watson  Ski  Meet     Mt.  Temple 

Banff  Winter  Carnival  Banff 

Interschool  Ski  Meet  Banff 


